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“When Is It Right To Fight?”
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Introduction

Many of us have been glued to the television for the last 11 days since the war with Iraq broke out.  We have been riveted by broadcast images of tanks rumbling across the sand and explosions lighting up the Baghdad sky.  Watching so much of a war “in real time,” is both mesmerizing and terrifying.  It’s hard to know whether this expanded coverage will desensitize us to the horrors of war or give us a new appreciation of those horrors.  It may delude us into thinking we actually know and feel what’s going on and what it’s really like.

A lot of people have mixed feelings about war in general and this war in particular.  I know I do.

What do you think about the war?  That’s a question I have been asking many of you this last week.  I have gotten a wide variety of answers.  My favorite answer was when a 6th grader said, “I have no opinions.” 

Whether you are in favor of the war or opposed to it or have no opinions, or have no opinions, I want to say here at the outset that there is nothing wrong with having differing views on America’s involvement in the war with Iraq.  It’s difficult to say scripture is 100% in favor or 100% against the war. With that in mind, what a shame it would be if this war brought division to the Christian community or to this church!  Our desire is to support the men and women who are in the battle, regardless of whether we think they should even be there.  And we need to support and seek to understand each other.  We must accept each other even if we don’t agree with each other’s views.  It may mean agreeing to disagree agreeably.

I want you to know that my message this morning is not the official position of this church regarding this war.  I don’t believe we have an official position.  So, if you disagree with me, you’re not disagreeing with the church, you’re just disagreeing with me.. and you have the freedom to do so.  If I make you mad, don’t be mad at the church; just be mad at me.  Better yet, let’s sit down and talk about it.  This morning I am coming to you with more questions than answers.  The primary question I would like us to consider is: What does the Word of God say about War?  In the process of exploring that question, I believe we will be better able to answer the question, “when is it right to fight?”

So, what does the Bible say about war?  Before we seek to answer that question, let’s pray.

Prayer: We don’t understand all that is going on… 

- We pray for wisdom and understanding, for ourselves and for our leaders.  We pray for your hand of protection and to be upon those in Iraq and for your comfort for their families and friends.

What Does the Bible Say About War?

Biblical Principles on War ( Not an exhaustive list but a starting place.)

1. War is part of life
Eccl.  3:8: “There is a time for war and a time for peace”


Jesus: “When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed.  Such things must 

                        happen, but the end is still to come.”  (Mark 13:7)

· War is part of life

· ( we may not like it/ it may be horrible/ but it is part of life)

· In the last 3400 years, there have only been 268 years that have seen no war.

· During the last 5500 years- recorded history – there have been 14,531 wars, averaging a little over 2.6 wars each year.

· Many parts of the world seem to experience war almost all the time; it’s more the exception when there isn’t a war going on.  / War is part of life.

· 2.  God instructs Israel concerning the waging of war and the slaying of enemies.

· over 200x in the OT.

· 1 example (Dt. 20) – (whole chapter) 

· (Read v. 1, 10, 12, 13, 17-18)

· Am I suggesting that God’s instructions for His chosen people Israel are the same for Christians or the same for Americans today?  No.

· But it would be hard to argue as some seek to do, that God opposes all war when we see Him commanding Israel to destroy its enemies.  ( I am not saying I understand this, mind you, but it’s certainly in the Bible.)

3.  Jesus taught us to turn the other cheek and to love our enemies.

     Jesus: “Do not resist an evil person…  If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to 

                        Him the other also.”  (Matthew 5:39)

- How could Jesus say it any clearer than that?

    - tells us not to resist an evil person

    - tells us not to strike back/ not to retaliate

Jesus (v.44): “ Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.”

    - do you love Saddam Hussein?  Do you pray for him?

    - do you think this is what Jesus is talking about?

Some say that Jesus is teaching a law of non-retaliation that is a universal and timeless  injunction for individuals and nations, and thus, Christians should not participate in war since war always involves violence and hate. 

Others suggest that Jesus was primarily referring to inter-personal relationship and not to international relationships and there are other scriptures that speak more directly to the actions which government should take.

4.  Jesus reserved His highest words of praise for a soldier
     He said of a Roman centurion (a soldier).

     “I have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith.”  (Matthew 8:10)

     Is Jesus saying that the reason the Centurion had such great faith was because he was a   

     soldier? No.  Nor is he saying that faith is incompatible with being a soldier. He does not tell  

     him to quit being a soldier.  I don’t know about you but I’m very grateful for our soldiers.   

     I’m grateful for their willingness to put themselves in harms way to fight for freedom and for    

     those of you who have done so in the past.  I am thankful that we have days like Memorial 

Day and Veterans Day to honor what you have done.  Jesus reserved his highest praise for a 

soldier.

5.  The individual is not to avenge himself/herself but is to live at peace with everyone if    

possible.

(Read Rom. 12: 17-21)

       v. 17a  says, Do not repay anyone evil for evil.”  Do you think that includes Saddam 

                   Hussein?

            17b says be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody.” Do the following 

·                          think that what we are doing is right?

- Arab nation?

· 


            
- Security Council of the UN?

· 

                        
- World Community?

· 

           
            
- Protestors in major cities in US and around the World?

·          v. 18 – What is the goal?  To live at peace with everyone….

·                  “If possible” conveys that sometimes it’s not possible.

· 
          “As far as it depends on you,” conveys that peace does not always depend just on

· you but also on others.

For example, have you ever known somebody that no matter what you did, you 

· couldn’t get along with him/her?

· That can be true between individuals and also between nations…

While I believe this passage is primarily addressing our interpersonal relationships, I believe it is good for nations to be at peace with one another.  Unfortunately, it is not always possible and it doesn’t always depend on us.

Let’s look at the passage which more directly addresses the role of government and its authority.

Read Rom. 13:1-7

· v. 4  says, “For he is God’s servant to do you good.  But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing.  He is God’s servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer.”

v. 4  For he (the ruler, the civil authority) God’s servant to do good.

· Rulers exist for the benefit of society.

· To protect the general public by maintaining good order.

· This may involve using the sword, (the symbol of Roman authority on both national and international levels).  In doing so, this may involve using force to bring punishment and judgement on the wrongdoer so as to restrain the spread of evil. According to this verse, we see that:

6.  God gives government the power of the sword, the right to punish those who do evil.   

     (Romans 13:4)

This is true nationally and internationally.  When the president of a country, who should be seeking the benefit of his neighbors, seeks to destroy his own people and those of his neighbors, then I believe God has given other governments the power of the sword, the right and the responsibility to retrain those who are doing evil.

I, perhaps like you, have wrestled with the whole idea of the pre-emptive strike against Iraq.  I keep thinking that our leaders must have additional information that has driven them to intervene.  Perhaps some of the attrocities that are now coming to light are part of the reason why our leaders felt they could no longer remain on the sidelines.

The following information comes from a US Dept of State document called “Iraq under Saddam Hussein” (The Assessment of the British government)

Saddam Hussein has killed more that 100,000 Iraqi Kurds, some through the use of chemical weapons.

Under his leadership, 20,000 Iranians were killed by mustard gas and nerve agents.

Saddam has issued a series of decrees establishing severe penalties for those arrested on suspicion of political or religious activities.  These penalties included amputation, branding, cutting off ears and other forms of mutilation.  Anyone found guilty of criticizing the President has their tongue removed.  Sexual attacks, official rape, and execution without due process of  law are routine.  Relatives are often prevented from burying the victims in accordance with Islamic practice.  200 Iraqi women were beheaded.  Some of the victim’s families were required to display the heads outside their homes.

Over the past 5 years 400,000 Iraqi children under the age of 5 have died because of malnutrition, something which is certainly changeable if the leader cared about the health care of his people.  Certainly lots more could be shared.

When the leader of a country, who should be seeking the benefit of his people, seeks to destroy them, I believe that God has given other government the right and responsibility to step in.  I believe that is what we are seeing take place in Iraq right now.  Coalition force at great risk to themselves, are seeking to prevent a very evil man from further harming his people, his neighbors, and people in distant countries, like our own.

“We no longer live in a world where only the actual firing of weapons represents a sufficient challenge to a nation’s security.”


- Do you know who said that?


  - President John F. Kennedy during the Cuban Missile Crisis… (in 1962)

       It may surprise you to know that President Franklin Roosevelt said,

“Do not let us split hairs.  Let us not say, we will only defend ourselves if the torpedo succeeds in getting home, or if the  crew and the passengers are drowned.  This is the time for prevention of attack.”   

President Roosevelt said these words on Sept. 11, 1941. (note the day – 9-11-1941)

A rabbi in Sacramento recently said, “war is horrible… but then I think if the free world would have acted during the rise of Hitler maybe 6 million Jews and millions of others would still be alive.”

A Sacramento Pastor said, “I personally hate war, but there are times when we need to defend those who cannot defend themselves.  Maybe it’s what we should have done in Rwanda and Serbia.”

7.  When the government misuses its authority and uses its sword  against good, then the   

     Christian is to obey God rather than men.

That’s how Peter and John responded to the religious authorities who commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus.  In Acts 4:19-20, Peter and John replied, “Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God’s sight to obey you rather than God.  For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.”

That’s how Christians in Iraq, China, the United States and everywhere else should respond if the governing authorities command us to do something contrary to the Word of God.  Notice I didn't say Contrary to our preferences or opinions or traditions, but contrary to the Word of God. In such circumstances, we need to obey God rather than men.

8.  Christians are to pray for leaders and for peace

     (Read 1Timothy 2:1-4)

We may disagree on a # of things I have said this morning, but hopefully we don’t disagree on this:

· We are to pray for everyone, for Kings and all those in authority.

(that includes President Bush, Prime Minister Blair, President Hussein, and other world leaders as well).

· We are also to pray for peace – that we may live quiet and peaceful lives.

· Let’s also pray for protection for soldiers and innocent people.

Prayer

· Silent prayer for individuals you know serving in the Middle East.

· Silent prayer for Sonny, who is involved here at DCCC and left Thursday with the Air Force to provide medical help in Germany for the wounded.

* Lord we do pray for peace in Iraq.  We pray that the war may be over quickly.  We pray for strength and wisdom for our leaders.  Help them to lead with compassion, integrity, sincerity, and wisdom. We pray for wisdom for world leaders.  We pray for our enemies, that they may change their mind and that peace may come quickly.  We pray for your hand of protection upon the soldiers and innocent people.  We pray for the families in our church and all over who have loved ones in the war right now.  We ask Your protection and grace and blessing on them.  Help us as a church family to reach out to this community and to all who need encouragement and support during this time.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.

