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Intro.

Many of us have been praying for peace in the Middle East.  We marveled when we saw in the center of Baghdad a statue of Saddam Hussein pulled down and the Iraqis celebrating with joy and stomping on the statue.

Newspaper Headlines said:


“Crowds celebrate as regime crumbles”


“Iraqis Jubilant as Saddam’s Rule Collapses”

Iraqi citizens were quoted saying:


“George Bush we thank you; we love you.”


“You have saved us; you have saved us from him.”

We’re thankful because it appears that the war is coming to an end.

But then we read other headlines that seem to signal that conflict is far from over in Iraq, in Arab-Israeli relation, and in the Middle East in general.  Some of the headlines I’ve seen are:

Iraqi regime is gone, but difficult battles still loom

Final Showdown could be in Saddam’s home town

Looting and Chaos in Cities

Nuclear Storage Site Left Unguarded

2 Clerics hacked to death in Muslim Shrine

Guerilla resistance from Sudanese Egyptians, Jordanians, and others who have joined the fight.

“The war Against Iraq could create a 100 Bin Ladins,” says (resident Mubarek of Egypt)

Thousands Protest Across Arab World / Marches Turn Violent

Iran Said To Be Training Rebel Group / Is Iran Next Regime Change?

Is Syria Next?

Clashes in Palestinian Areas Resume After Brief Lull

Suicide Bombing Injures 30 in Israel

Israeli Airstrike Kills Hama’s Commander

Violence Continues As “The Roadmap to Peace” stalls

The Road to Peace Is Shaky

What is it going to take to bring about peace in the Middle East?


One article had this title: “Let George Do It.”


Subtitle: “The Arabs & Israelis both want America to solve their problems for them.”

While I admire President Bush greatly and think he can have a very positive influence, I do not believe that he or Prime Minister Tony Blair or Secretary Colin Powell, or the United Nations are going to bring about a permanent peace in the Middle East.

The Arab-Jewish conflict began with Ishmael and Isaac, Abraham’s 2 sons.  God said that He would bless each of them and make each of them a great nation.  But he also gave a warning to each of them.  He told the Israelites that He would destroy them if they ever forgot Him and followed other gods. (Dt. 8:19)

The angel of the Lord described Ishmael this way (in Genesis 16:12), “His hand will be against everyone and everyone’s hand will be against him… he will live in hostility toward all his brothers.”

According to Gen. 25, this would be true not just for Ishmael but also for all of his descendants.  This enmity and hostility is certainly evident to this very day in the Middle East.

I believe the only One who can bring true peace to the Middle East is the One who can bring peace to individual hearts and this is the Prince of Peace, the Lord Jesus Christ.

2000 years ago, Jesus sought to bring peace to the Middle East (in fact, to the whole world) but it was a different kind of peace than what most people at that time were looking for.

(Read Luke 19:28-40)

28After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29As he approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, 30"Go to the village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31If anyone asks you, 'Why are you untying it?' tell him, 'The Lord needs it.' " 
32Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them. 33As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, "Why are you untying the colt?" 
34They replied, "The Lord needs it." 
35They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. 36As he went along, people spread their cloaks on the road. 
37When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen: 
38"Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!" 
"Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!" 
39Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, "Teacher, rebuke your disciples!" 
40"I tell you," he replied, "if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out." 

Jerusalem at Passover Season swelled from the normal 300,000  to 3 million people.  It was into this festive, crowded atmosphere that Jesus entered Jerusalem on the first Palm Sunday.  When Jesus came riding toward Jerusalem on a donkey’s colt and the people shouted their praises for Him as their King, the prophecy of Zechariah was being fulfilled.

Zech. 9:9



“Rejoice Greatly, O my people” 



Shout for joy!



For look – your king is coming!



He is the Righteous One, the Victor!



Yet He is lowly, riding on a donkey’s colt!”

When welcoming a King, it was customary for people to lay their outer garments out on the road, kind of like rolling out the red carpet.  Many of them waved palm branches as symbols of peace and victory.

We call this event “the Triumphal Entry,” but no Roman soldier would have used that term.  Thousands of Roman soldiers would be in Jerusalem at this time to maintain law and order and to put down riots and rebellion.  They would be familiar with an official “Roman triumph.”


When a Roman general came back to Rome after a military victory 

· He would be welcomed home with an elaborate parade

                -     He would exhibit  his trophies of war and the illustrious prisoners he had captured.

· He rode in a golden chariot

· Priests burned incense in his honor

· And the people shouted his name and praised him.

The procession ended at the arena where the people were entertained by watching the captives fight wild lions and tigers and each other.

That was a “Roman Triumph.”


Our Lord’s Triumphal entry was nothing like that:

He rode not in a golden chariot, but on a lowly donkey’s colt.

The priests and religious leaders did not honor Him but rebuked Him.

He carried no trophies of war but was about to carry a cross.

He led no prisoners to the arena but He was about to be a prisoner led to His own execution.

The people shouted


“Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord”

And according the other gospel writers, they shouted: “Hosanna,” which means “save now.”  After the first Passover, Moses delivered the Israelites from Egypt.  The people were looking for the Messiah to deliver them from Roman oppression.

They expected him as their king, to lead them to military victory over their Roman oppressors and to give them peace.

But Jesus knew that it was not in the plan of God at that time to give them external, national peace – peace  with their enemies, but rather internal peace, spiritual peace – peace with God.

That is what He had come to offer them.

And yet the vast majority of them were looking for something else.

That is why, while the people were rejoicing, Jesus was weeping.

(Read Luke 19:41-42)

As Jesus looked over Jerusalem, which means “city of peace,” he wept.

Why did he weep? What brought the tears?

I believe Jesus wept over Jerusalem for a # of reasons:

Because He knew the people, who had eternal peace within their reach, would reject the Prince of Peace.  That day they were shouting “Hosanna”; in 5 days they would be shouting “Crucify Him.”

Because He saw religious activity that accomplished very little.  The temple had become a den of thieves.

Because the city was filled with people celebrating the festival but their hearts were heavy with life’s burdens; like sheep without a shepherd.

Because as He looked ahead, He saw the terrible judgement that was coming to the nation, the city, and the temple.

In 70 A.D., the Romans would come and kill 600,000 Jews and take thousands more captive and then destroy the temple and the city.

Because as He looked ahead just a few days, He saw that one of his closest friends was going to betray him; another was going to deny even having known him, and the rest would run away and desert him in His time of greatest need.

For those of us who have ever felt like a family member or close friend or a co-worker has 

- turned their backs on us

- or betrayed us

- or deserted us

- or disappointed us

- or didn’t listen to us,

We can understand, at least to a small degree, some of the reasons why Jesus wept.

And yet, through all of this and in spite of all that He knew was coming, Jesus experienced inner peace and He offered that peace to the people.

Unfortunately, most rejected it.

I believe Jesus wept when He looked at Jerusalem because He knew when He looked at Jerusalem because He knew that those who shouted for peace would say no to the very One who could give it to them.

I believe Jesus weeps today when he looks at

Jerusalem

Baghdad

Basra

Beijing

London

Washington D.C.

Sacramento

Davis and every other city

- Because He sees a lot of people hurting and floundering, like sheep without a shepherd.

· Because He sees a lot of people desperately needing His peace who have not yet received it or who are not experiencing it.

He offers His peace to all

Romans 5:1 “Through faith we have peace with God through Jesus Christ.” 

(See John 1:12/Rom 10:9 also)

(Available to every person, Jew/Gentile)

And Jesus says to us as He said to His disciples: 

    “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do   

     not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” (John 14:27)

I don’t know what all of you are experiencing today or what you have gone through this last year, but I do know that Jesus wants you to experience His peace.

2 artists sought to capture the essence of Peace through their paintings…

    1 painting is a picture of a lake where everything is calm and serene.

The other painting is a picture of a raging storm with lots of rain and lightning.  In the middle of the picture is a little bird which is protected  in the cleft of a rock.

Both are pictures of peace

    - You may be going through a time in which everything is calm and serene like the lake

    or

    - You may be going through a time in which the storm of pain and problems and hurts and  

    decisions is raging all around you.

Frankly, I’d choose the lake every time/ but I’m sure thankful that the cleft in the rock is there when I need it.

In either case, the promise of Isaiah 26:3 is true

“Thou will Keep Him In Perfect Peace

Whose Mind is stayed on Thee

Because He trusts in Thee”

- It’s one thing to quote a verse about peace, but it’s another thing to experience it.

How can we experience that peace? How can we keep our minds stayed on God / Focused on God?

It is a matter of focus (Wimbledon Illustration)

- Tennis Players staring at their tennis racquet strings after every point.

I used to think they were doing it to make sure no strings were broken. Then I learned they did it to focus all of their attention on the next point.  Looking at the strings force them not to: 

- think about the last point, or


- the score in games (you’re way behind / ahead) or


- how tough your opponent is… or


- how tired you are…

     The key is to focus on that next point; that’s all that matters (one point at a time.)

Life can be a lot like a tennis match and if we’re not careful (in fact unless we take precautions to prevent it,) we’ll find ourselves focusing:

- on the last big mistake we made / paralyzing us into an inability to handle the challenge of the   

   present.

- or that we’re so far behind and that our problems, our struggles are insurmountable, or that we’re so tired that we just don’t have the strength to do anything.

It is easy to be problem focused instead of power focused. (Phil 4:13)

Instead we need to have a focal point.

(- Tennis racket strings may not do a whole lot for you.)

Two helpful focal points, reminders, for me of how great God is and how He is more than able to take care of me and my circumstances…


Stars – Ps. 19:1 “The heavens are telling the glory of God…”

· When I look at the stars, my so-called problems seem pretty miniscule in comparison to His awesome power.

(Stars – (visually anyway) – only helps at night and when the skies are clear)


Birds (Mt. 6) – Jesus: “Look at the birds of the air and how your heavenly Father takes 

care of them. How much more will He take care of you and supply your every need every 
day.”   ( I see birds all year long in Davis – even in the winter ); They remind me of His care and faithfulness.

Stars and Birds may not do a whole lot for you.  Whereas it might help you to focus on God by posting a verse of scripture to your mirror/refrigerator or dashboard:

A few suggestions: (pick 1)

Isaiah 26:3
Phil. 4:19/Phil 4:13

1 Pet. 5:7
Phil 4: 6-7

Isa. 41:10


Closing Prayer:  For Peace in the Middle East.



   For Peace in Individual hearts from the Prince of Peace.

