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HEED THE CALL


Understanding the Mandate of Missions





Introduction: Revisiting a familiar story


1. 	A story is told of an older pastor who would always take a seminary intern with him on a summer circuit of Sunday evening revival meetings. The older would preach first, then a short intermission, then followed by the young intern’s turn to preach. The intern thought it was rather unfair that while the older pastor preached the same sermon, the younger intern each time had to prepare a new sermon. Also, the pastor would always mercilessly critique the sermon. 


The younger intern thought he would get his revenge when the final stop of the summer circuit was at the pastor’s own church. The younger asked for permission to preach first then the older pastor to close with his sermon. That Sunday evening, the younger stole the pastor’s message and preach it and when he was finished just smiled at the older pastor and asked, “How did I do?” To the younger intern’s surprise, the older pastor preached a whole new sermon. And as the pastor was getting ready to sit down, he whispered to the young intern, “I had preached that sermon you gave tonight this morning!”


2.	The call to missions and the story of Jonah are familiar ones to us. In fact, the familiarity of these often cause us to tune out what God has to say much like watching a repeat on TV. 


3.	Some of us were gone last week- home for Chinese New Years- and missed the missions conference.  For others, this will be a review to reinforce the urgency of missions and the need for us to respond.


4.	This morning, I would like to revisit what missions is all about from the book of Jonah, the world’s most reluctant missionary.  As children, we know about Jonah,after being called by God tries to run but cannot hide, being eating by a whale/fish, and ends up going to Nineveh to preach and the whole city turns to God.


5.	Turn with me to Jonah 1: 1- 2  (8th book back from Malachi).


1 The word of the LORD came to Jonah son of Amittai:  2 “Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it, because its wickedness has come up before me.” 3 But Jonah ran away from the Lord ...


a.	What is the call of missions?  We will learn from Jonah’s life that God’s call demands an appropriate response!


b.	“ABC”: Available people who bring the good news to the Lost without compromise.


I.	A: God values our availability over ability.


1 The word of the LORD came to Jonah son of Amittai:   


A.	God purposely withholds information on Jonah


1.	A story was told of a tough ornithology (the study of birds) teacher who was known for his difficult exams but this was a required course for those studying to be veterinarians.  So, the professor came in the day of the final exam with a covered bird cage.  And the professor lifted the veil of the bird cage to show just the legs of the bird and asked the class to tell the name of the bird, where it came from, its eating and mating habits, and what illnesses it was susceptible to.  As expected, the student began to groan but the grumbling was soon replaced with the quiet strokes of pens scribbling their thoughts on paper.  Then half way through the exam, a student in disgust, got up and threw the test at his teacher and stormed out of the room.  Realizing that the student did not put a name on the paper, the teacher asked the student for his name.  To which the student rolled up his pants leg and said, ‘You tell me!”  


2.	The text does not give us much information on who this Jonah is other than his name and who his father or ancestor was.  In the New Testament, Jesus refers to Jonah and from that mention, we will assume jonah to be a real person.


3.	But perhaps his full identity was purposely left out because God is trying to keep us on track with the call rather than the ability of the person.  That is, we would not get caught us on the giftedness of Jonah but rather on the assignment God gave to Jonah regardless of his skills or ability.


B.	Missions is living out our identity in Christ


1.	So often we treat God’s calling like a teacher selecting us to come to the backboard & correctly spelling a word or solving a math problem!


2.	We do so depending on our own ability. And since, we are Asian, we are taught to be humble and therefore we will not shame or lose face!


3.	It is time we begin to accomplish God’s tasks on the basis of our spiritual identity! We need to be Christians first who happen to be engineers, teachers, students, doctors, and, even, pastors.


4.	A friend of mine who is a missionary in Japan encouraged me to not think of myself as an “ABC” (American-Born Chinese) but “ABCDEFGHIJ”- A born-again Christian doing evangelism for God, hopefully in Japan.”


5.	We put up so many man-made obstacles that we sound like Moses. God calls us wanting to use us that way we are- just as he wants us to.


6.	The question is are we willing to respond to the call?





II. B: We bring a message containing bad and good news.


2 “Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it, because its wickedness has come up before me.” 


A.	Never mistake greatness for goodness (implied blessings!)


1.	The Scriptures call Nineveh a ‘great’ city.  It was large, well-defended, prosperous, and the capital of the Assyrian empire.  But they did not know that they had a weakness which physical might could not defend- it was wicked ( a spiritual, moral illness).


2.	In the 3rd century BC, the Romans were one of the greatest power in the Mediterranean basin.  In fact, by 146 BC, the Mediterranean Sea would later be called ‘mare nostrum’ (our sea) reflecting their dominance.  But in 219 BC, a general from Carthage named Hannibal nearly managed to defeat the Romans if not for the locals who defended the city of Rome upon the promises of Roman citizenship.  The Romans expected Hannibal to attack from the sea but instead, he went through the north, the Alps, on elephants.  The mighty Romans were not as mighty as before.


B. Jonah’s message contained bad and good news.


1.	The bad news is that spiritually they were far away from God.


2.	Morally, they were wicked, evil.


3.	The reality is that the Ninevites in their secure great city probably did not have a clue to their plight.


4.	For that reason, Jonah is sent.


5.	Fortunately, God has this love-hate relationship with mankind: God hates sin but loves sinners.


6.	The good news came in the form of Jonah- if they repented, God would relent.


C.	Have you ever noticed that when you travel to Asia or Europe, most of the tourist spots have some kind of religious connotation?


1.	Most of the world is spiritually in bondage to the gods of this world.


2.	As God was sending Jonah to a wicked city, he is communicating to Jonah and you and I that he loves sinners.  He hurts to see people made in his image die in their sins and so he send Jonah to go and, hopefully, avert their eternal destiny.


3.	The question is do you see the world as God does and do you have a love for them- how do you demonstrate that love? GO and TELL!





III. C: Compromise is the enemy to obedience.


3 But Jonah ran away from the Lord...


A. Question: What goes around the world 30 times and grows by 20 feet each day?


Answer:	The line of people who have never heard the gospel.





•Only 5% of mission agencies reach out to Muslims.  They hear SILENCE from the Christian world!  There are 270,000 muslim students in the U.S.


•C/C: Evangelism & Missions 


Evangelism: Reaching people who don’t believe in Jesus.


Missions: Reaching people who don’t know if there is a Jesus.


•God’s heart of love is burdened for the whole world.  John 3: 16; Mk 16:15; I Tim 2: 3- 4


God’s heart is burdened for...


•The Lost- those who don’t believe in Jesus


•The Unreached- those who don’t know if there is a Jesus


B. Missions Facts


Good News


•From 1945 to 2001, the total number of believing Christians in the world grew from 3% (80 million) to 10% (600 million).


Bad News


•Nine out of ten are lost.


•Two out of three have never heard a clear explanation of the gospel.


•One out of three has no believer living near enough to tell them about Jesus. 


C. God’s call demands an appropriate response.


1.	Jonah ran and his life was miserable. Chapter 1 ends with Jonah becoming fish bait!


2.	Some of us are at a crossroads and want to know God’s will. 


3. Perhaps we need to do what that poem says and really ‘take the road less traveled.’  





Conclusion


Tonight, two professional football teams will take the field one last time to determine which team is truly the best. The game cannot be won on the basis of statistics, running an assimilation program, or the strength of a speech or by bragging. The game has to be played.


As believers, the chances are, we have heard about the call to global evangelism and the story of Jonah. But the Lost are not converted on the basis of how much we know, memorizing the right answers, or rehearsing a gospel presentation. It requires us to respond and do something.


1. Are you available to God or are you depending on your abilities?


2. Are you burdened to share both the good and bad news that God offers?


3. Are you tired of living a compromised live that makes your witness ineffective?





Challenges:


1. Dare to tell God of your availability for whatever service he has.


2. Talk to your fellowship leader, SS teacher or pastor about it.


