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Matthew 5: 14- 16

THIS LITTLE LIGHT OF MINE

Shining Brightly for Christ

Introduction

1. When I was a kid, we would sing this song “This Little Light of Mine.” When I lived in Hong Kong and Singapore, about this time of year, we would eat moon cakes and walk around the neighborhood with our colorful lanterns.  These lanterns would have a candle in it and it would shine in the dark to make sure we could see the road in front of us. 

2. The song is special because it reminds me what the Bible calls us to be: 

You are the light of the world.  A city on a hill cannot be hidden.  Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl.  Instead it is put on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.   Matthew 5: 14- 16

I. Every Christian is to shine. You are the light of the world.  

A. The Bible says that we are the light.

1. The context of this statement is in the sermon on the mount where large groups of people came to hear about this new teacher named Jesus. The feedings of the 5 thousand and 4 thousand indicate that there were women and children aside from the men who came to hear Jesus.

2. After using the analogy of salt, he then goes on to say that followers of Jesus are to be the light of the world.

3. Salt and light always affect whatever it comes in contact with.

4. Our identity as light is regardless of age, social status, spiritual maturity, gender, or school major. Just be a follower of Jesus Christ!

B. The text tells us that we are to be the light of the world.

1. Have you tried to test a flashlight in daylight? A flashlight works best in a dark room or area. 

2. In Scripture, light and darkness are metaphoric for the good and evil that exists in this world. We ,as light, are to be in contrast to a dark world.

3. I have discovered that we do not need many flashlights to light up a room!

a. But often Christians like to stay in their holy huddle and waste their light with other lights.

b. The world is where we need to spread out and deliver people from darkness.

C. The CEF committee had determined that LIGHTS should stand for: Love, Intercede, Glorify, Honor, Testify, Serve- that’s how we are to shine!

II. Our light ought to benefit others. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 

A. Notice how lit things always draw attention. That is why the streets and traffic signs are lit at night. (Jerusalem was to be that city on a hill.)

B. (Direction) With light, people can see where they are going.

1. In Jesus’ day, Jerusalem was situated on a hill so that travellers who were travelling at night or shepherds who were caring for their flocks could know where they were and how far they had to travel.

2. Our lives ought to demonstrate to others how a life lived God’s way is the best way- eternal destiny; meaning & purpose in life; finding love & contentment; being connected with God and people, etc.

C. (Illumination) With light, people can see what they are doing.

Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl.  Instead it is put on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 

1. That is why Jesus says that no one puts a lamp under a bowl.  If the lamp is under a bowl, we waste the light.

2. We turn on the lights in our houses at night so we can see what we are doing.  When we go to sleep we turn off the light.

3. Has anyone tried to brush their teeth in the dark (and we grab the wrong tube)?  Try using first-aid cream as toothpaste!

4. Likewise, in a society that has been conditioned to evaluate life by personal rights, we challenge people to return to a moral-based value system that knows right from wrong and good versus evil.

III. How brightly we shine for God depends on how we use our light.

In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. 

A.
God has given us an important job in being a light to the world.

1. Be light by doing what is good (kala)- it is the term for outward beauty [attractive]. People will be attracted to you when you do right.

2. The result is that those who watch you will become curious and that curiosity will not end until they come to know Christ and praise our heavenly Father.

B. There are several properties to light that we need to consider:

1. How bright is your light?


•Does the reputation of the messenger muddle the message?

2. How focused is the beam?


•A laser beam is a highly focussed florescent bulb! The college group’s testimony is much stronger when there is unity.

3. Is your light visible? (infra-red, ultra-violet, etc.)


•Jesus does not need stealth witnesses or secret disciples!

4. In which direction is your light shining?

C. But it starts with us. 

1. Jesus says that what attracts attention is our good deeds- doing things that are right and proper.

1. If we do not show people who God is, they will never know.

2. If we do not act differently, they will never see how living God’s way is better than the way they live now.

D. The goal is that people will praise God.

Close in prayer.

