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A COMPELLING MISSION


Being Ambassadors for Christ





Introduction: 


1.	To help us prepare for the season, two local radio stations advertize that they are playing Christmas classics non-stop from now to Christmas.


a. I was rather excited about this thinking that listeners instead of hearing their normal songs about lost love, puppy love, or their cow dying (country music) will tune in to something that is spiritually beneficial.


b. While there is an occasional Christmas carol, I discovered that most of the songs were variations of a red-nosed reindeer, a mom kissing Santa Claus, dreams of a white Christmas, and being home for the holidays.


c. It is safe to say that left alone, people will never hear about the true story behind Christmas: the birth of a Savior; God’s love.


2. Paul tells us that we are his Ambassadors to the world that probably has never the whole Christmas story (2 Corinthians 5:20).


3. Being God’s ambassador is a serious and noble task.


a. An ambassador delivers a message from one party to another. He is not a negotiator to broker a compromise. 


b. An ambassador represents one party and is committed to the sender.


c. As ambassadors, we are to tell the Christmas story as God would like it to be told. 


d. And it can be a fearful task to tell people a story of an event quite not the way they like it to be told or in a way they are familiar.


3. For that reason, Paul writes to us to encourage us that we have nothing to fear for we are more than qualified to be God’s ambassadors. 


Turn with me to 2 Corinthians 5:14- 21:


14 For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died.  5:15 And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again. 


16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer.  17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!  18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:  19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.  20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 


Why we are the most qualified to tell what the Christmas message:








I. We speak from conviction.  vv. 14-15


14 For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died.  5:15 And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again. 


A.	You ever watch those hair commercials where the actors tell you that they are not just actors but actually use the product? It’s powerful because they are giving a personal testimony.


B. Paul states that ‘Christ’s love compels him..’ and there are various ways to interpret that phrase:


1. Christ’s love for me


2. God’s love that came in the form of Christ


3, Christ’s kind of love


C. The best interpretation is all of the above- God’s love that came in the form of Jesus Christ- the totality of that love compels, moves me to tell others.


1. In v. 11, Paul calls it ‘fear’- it is a reverence that demands action.


2. I have become so convinced of God’s love for me that I cannot help but respond by telling others.  It is peaking from personal conviction!


3. It is like tasting the best food and exclaiming it out loud to others.





II. We know the problems that concern the world.  v.16


16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer.


A. ‘Hints from Helloise’ is a daily newspaper column on how to solve everyday house-cleaning problems. But instead of Helloise giving all the solutions, the readers contribute from their own experiences.


B. The second compelling reason why we are so qualified to share the Christmas story is because we have been where those without Christ have been- we know what concerns them. We’ve been there.


1. Once we know what people are looking for, we can help with supplying the solution. That is, we know what they are asking so we know how to frame our answers.


2. The trick is finding ways to directing the conversation to spiritual things or else they will never see ‘outside of the physical or worldly box.’


3. It starts with letting people watch our lives to arouse a curiosity about spiritual things. 





III. God has changed us.  v.17


17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 


A. Periodically, we need to ask ourselves how has becoming a Christian make us different.


1. If you have been a Christian for a period of time, there is the tendency to forget what your life was like and we run out of unchurched friends to remind of the changes. 


2. It is even more difficult if you grew up in a Christian family!


B. One exercise that would help is to rewrite your testimony. 


1. Sit down and write out your salvation testimony with the intended audience being an unchurch person who doesn’t understand Christianese or the struggles of a Christian.


2. To put it another way- try to think like a used car salesman who is trying to sell a car- what features would convince a person he should buy what you are ‘selling?’





IV. God has commissioned us. vv.18-21


18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:  19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.  20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 


A. While in Bible school, 2 Cor 5:20 was our theme verse and after every basketball and soccer game, we sang that song to remind us of our call to be Christ’s ambassadors.


1. To our school’s credit though we did not always have the best athletes, we always were awarded the best citizenship because of how we handled ourselves against other teams.


2. Character comes from how we handle the crisis of life. 


3. As we have been loved- so we are not just mere messengers, we are ambassadors who have experienced God’s love- we endeavor to tell others the Christmas story from a personal perspective.


B. How can we be ‘lovely’ ambassadors?  1 Cor 13:4- 7


4  Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. :5 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 


1. Carve out time to build relationships


	- patience literally means ‘long fuse’ (makroqumei)


2. Care enough to meet needs


	- be kind (be compassionate... Eph 4:32)


3. Check out your motives


	- not envious, boasting, proud


4. Be courteous


	- not rude, self-serving, not easily angered, no record of wrong


5. Cast your actions in terms of ‘ministry’


	-not delight in evil, rejoices in truth, protects, trusts, hopes, 		perseveres








Conclusion


Isn't it strange how a 20 dollar bill seems like such a large amount when you donate it to church, but such a small amount when you go shopping?


Isn't it strange how endless an hour seems when we are serving God, but how short it is when we watch a basketball game for 60 minutes?


Isn't it strange how 2 hours seem so long when you're at church, and how short they seem when you're watching a good movie?


Isn't it strange that you can't find a word to say when you're praying, but you have no trouble thinking what to talk about with a friend?


Isn't it strange how difficult and boring it is to read one chapter of the Bible, but how easy it is to read 100 pages of a popular novel?


Isn't it strange how everyone wants front-row-tickets to concerts or games, but they do whatever is possible to sit at the last row in Church?


Isn't it strange how we need to know about an event for Church 2-3 weeks before the day so we can include it in our agenda, but we can adjust it for other events in the last minute?


Isn't it strange how difficult it is to learn a fact about God to share it with others, but how easy it is to learn, understand, extend and repeat gossip?


Isn't it strange how we believe everything that magazines and newspapers but we question the words in the Bible?


Isn't it strange how everyone wants a place in heaven, but they don't want to believe, do, or say anything to get there?


Isn't it strange how we send jokes in e-mails and they are forwarded right away, but when we are going to send messages about God, we think about it twice before we share it with others?


IT'S STRANGE ISN'T IT?





It is strange because this world is not our home. As citizens of heaven, we are here to be Christ’s ambassadors and tell them the whole Christmas story. That there is a God who loves them so much that he sent his only son to be born in a manger, die on a Cross, and rise from the dead. 


We are more than qualified to share the whole story because...


•We speak from conviction.


•We know the problems that concern the world.


•God has changed us.


•God has commissioned us to do so.





God’s love compels us to go on a mission.


