Pastor Philip Gee 	DCCC-December 28th, 2003	John 20: 30- 31; 21: 25





BETWEEN THE CRADLE & THE CROSS


Getting to Know Christ Beyond His Birth & Burial





Introduction: 


1.	During WWII, it was common for those in London to spend hours in bomb shelters as Hitler tried to win the war.  Not trusting the sirens that were designed to warn people that bombers were coming, communities would assign individuals to be on the lookout.  It so happened that one of these looker-outers was a young girl named Elizabeth Wells who used her father’s opera glasses to watch the sky.  And as they would spend long hours, her step-father would lead others in singing to pass the time away.  But what was a treat was the voice of this young Elizabeth who was gifted to sing that after the war was tested and discovered that she not only had the range of 4 octaves but that her voice was a very mature one.  She later on would perform with her mother and step father in music halls.  But we know her better by her given name with her adopted father surname- Julia Elizabeth Andrews.


2. This story came from Paul Harvey’s Rest of the Story radio broadcasts.  This program holds my intrigue because he is always able to complete what little I knew of certain events & people by adding more detail resulting in my greater appreciation for that particular person or accomplishment.


3.	So many of us know Christ like a tombstone- we know the circumstances of His birth, death and resurrection but few could identify anything more.  And it is my desire this morning that we know more about Christ than just the Christmas and Easter things.


4.	The apostle John, in writing his gospel of Jesus, said, “Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recoded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” (John 20: 30-31)


5.	The gospel of John has often been called the gospel of faith because the goal of it is to lead a person to make a decision in regards to the material presented- Jesus is the Son of God.


a.	John records 7 declarations that Christ make and illustrates each with either with teaching or a miracle.


b.	The result is the same- a call to respond to each of these claims.


c.	By looking into these claims, we will get a better understanding of who Christ is and what it means to trust him.


C.P. Jesus can be trusted because He keeps His promises.


Three reasons why we should trust Jesus:


#1. Jesus satisfies our desires.


I am the Bread of Life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty.      John 6:35


A.	Context: Feeding of the five thousand; By analogy, Jesus contrasts the continual physical hunger and the spiritual hunger in people.


1.	Like the living water that satisfied the Samaritan woman, Jesus tells the crowds that Jesus can satisfy their spiritual hunger.


2.	People are always looking for something new or different to draw their attention or pass time.


3.	The problem is that material things cannot satisfy a spiritual need.


4.	It is that ‘soul-searching’ that leads people to attempt to resolve their separation from God.


	I am the Resurrection and the Life.  He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.   John 11: 25- 26


B.	Context: Raising for Lazarus


1.	Everyone wants to know the secret of looking, acting, feeling younger- we by herbal medication, go through surgery, and even wear equipment that gives us the appearance of youth.


2.	The issue is not staying young but living forever- as Solomon says- eternity is set in our hearts.  


3.	The answer is in believing in Christ.





#2. Jesus gives direction.


I am the Light of the World.  Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.           John 8: 12; 9: 5


I am the Gate; whoever enters through me will be saved.He will come in and go out, and find pasture.  The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that you may have life, and have it to the full.                                                        John 10: 11- 12


A.	Context: Jesus heals a blind man and the Pharisees, the so-called spiritual leaders of the community investigate the healing.


1.	The analogy changes from need (thirst/hunger) to inability (blindness) with Jesus charging the Pharisees of spiritual blindness. 


2.	How can spiritually blind guides lead the blind to safety?


3.	It reminds me of my jobs in Bible school in grading a introduction to Biblical languages class.  I knew Greek but hadn’t a lesson in Hebrew (I needed the job & I didn’t tell my professor!) and I was helpless to instruct the students on how to improve on their Hebrew because I did not recognize the alphabet nor understood the language.


4.	Jesus knew what he was talking about since he came from God & was able to lead others to the truth.


	I am the way, the truth and the Life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.    John 14: 6


B.	Context: Jesus answers the disciples about the way to heaven.


1.	The Gospel of John is unique in that it records the teaching of Jesus to his disciples (the Upper Room discourse).  


2.	These men are seen as normal people who had their share of doubts and needed answers.  (Records the ‘doubts’ of Thomas)


3.	There is no better person to show us the way to heaven than Jesus who came from heaven and returned at his ascension.





#3. Jesus is dependable.


I am the Good Shepherd.  The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.                                                                    John 10:11


I am the True Vine and my Father is the gardener.              John 15: 1


A.	Context 


1.	The good shepherd follows the claim that Jesus is the Gate.  That when one enters God’s fold, there is the promise of being cared for by the true Shepherd.


2.	The true vine claim comes from the Jesus’ personal teaching with the disciples in the Upper Room before he is betrayed at the Last Supper.


B.	The challenge of these two claims is that they focus on the continual trust on God.  People are looking for someone or something that they can trust for the long haul.


1.	Sheep need to stay close to the Shepherd as He leads them to green pastures and good water.  


2.	Branches of a grape vine must stay connected to the vine if it has any hope of surviving or bearing fruit.


3.	That is the continual challenge for believers who have crossed the first two passages of trust: desires met and direction taken for salvation.  The final passage of the spiritual journey is to constantly depend upon God.


C.	That leads us back to the final candle- the candle of Sacrifice.


1.	Christ paid the price to that those who trust him can enter heaven.  That’s what Christmas and Easter is all about.


2.	But it is the in-between stuff, the claims of Christ that force us to evaluate how much we trust Jesus. The celebration of Christmas indicates that we believe in Jesus but the question is what are you trusting him for?


a.	Jesus is the Good Shepherd, let us trust him to lead us.


b.	Jesus is the true Vine, let us depend on him to provide what makes us fruitful in our spiritual lives.











Conclusion


When we moved here, I was invited by some of the men of the church to join their Saturday morning tennis ‘club.’ After one outing, I was convinced that I needed to get a new racquet since the old I was playing with was over 14 years old and did not take advantage of the new technology. So, I went to a sports store looking for a new racquet that would improve my chances of winning.


To my disappointment, I discovered that I was a day late on their lowest-price-of-the-year sale. Even when I pleaded with the manager that I did not know about the sale, his answer was firm- you missed it.


While Jesus is dependable and can be trusted, the offer of eternal life does not last forever. The offer of eternal life is only good when you believe while alive.


a. For some us of us, we need to make a decision about Jesus Christ. He is more than a good teacher born in a cradle in Bethlehem, he died on the Cross for our sins and rose again to prove that he has power over death. You cannot enter heaven on your own merit or goodness- one must trust in Jesus Christ.


b. For others, you are a believer but you really do not know much about Jesus Christ or about your Christian faith beyond the stories of the cradle and the Cross. Then you need to take steps to commit to knowing more about your faith. Make it a point to read your Bible on a daily basis (you can actually go through the whole Bible by reading it 15 minutes a day!), get involved with a Bible study, go to Sunday school, read one Christian book a month.





Application (New Year’s resolutions)


1. Dig & discover- find out about Jesus by reading a chapter of one of the gospels a day: Matthew- 28 chpts; Mark- 16 chpts; Luke- 24 chpts & John 21 chpts.


2. Digest & do- meditate on God’s Word and apply it (Be a doer, not just ‘hearer.’)


3. Declare & demonstrate- be a bold witness, both in telling others and by being a living testimony of a changed life.


