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IT TAKES MORE THAN TECHNIQUE

Understanding the Art of Evangelism

Introduction: 

1. Reputation goes a long way. My wife is from Ripon which is just north of Modesto. When asked she doesn’t like to be known as coming from Modesto because of the recent scandals with Condit and, Laci Petersen.

2. Several years ago, my wife and I went to England for vacation and to visit Larry Leach, whom this church supports. And the one thing we could not escape was the continual Clinton scandal that seemed to be reported on every channel and the cable channels.

3. There seems to be that unspoken law of conscience that states that a flaw in one’s character can cast a dark shadow over a long list of abilities and accomplishments and render that person ineffective. That is why when Bush took office, he swore to uphold the dignity and honor of the office of the presidency.

4. Yesterday, we discovered that sin can muddle a person’s ability to shine. Today, we want to continue the study by looking into a real live person as he learned to make his light shine for God. 

5. We will look into Philip whom God used, not just because of their effective evangelistic techniques but the character that God built into them.Turn with me to Acts 8:26-40 as we begin to look into the life of Philip.

a. Witnessing involves more than good techniques, it includes making the gospel transparent through our lives.

b. We will learn how we can make evangelism a lifestyle so that shining for Jesus Christ will come naturally.

I. Start Small: Small things like serving add up.  Acts 6:1-5

A. Philip, one of the ‘magnificent seven’ served tables!

1. A friend of mine started working in the management corporate office of Chuck E. Cheese when she graduated from college.  When asked how she climbed so quickly, she replied that she started from the bottom while in high school as a mascot at one of the restaurants and then worked her way up from a manager to the corporate office.

2. Philip though not one of the twelve apostles became a great witness for Christ because of the little things he did in serving God.

B. Please note his attitude in the little things:

1. He served humbly.

a. He was willing to cross linguistic barriers to serve the Jewish widows in the distribution of food and serving them their meals.  

b. I would assume from the context that these ladies could not help themselves- have you ever been to a convalescent home?  

2. He maintained a spiritual perspective. “full of Spirit & wisdom”

3. He took tasks seriously.  “prayed & laid hands..”

a. Some one once made a commentary on American life: “They play at work and work at their play.”  And perhaps we can relate that to our opportunities to serve.  We give more credence & reverence to our bosses, teachers, and superiors than to our Lord and God.  

b. Perhaps that is an area worth exploring: how am I doing in the little things for God? Quiet times, alertness when I come to worship, promptness to meetings,etc.

c. Like Karate Kid who learned to ‘wax on & wax off,’ Every little task trains us for bigger opportunities.

II. Go the ‘Extra Mile.’ Well-meaning effort goes noticed.  Acts 8:26-30

A. When my wife and I began to look for bicycles,  we asked several stores as to the virtue of their product and what made them standout from the rest, the answer from most was that most bikes are made in either China and Taiwan and they are basically cut from the same cookie mold.  But one salesman told us that his bicycles were different because though they were made overseas, they were made to specific specifications that are periodically checked by the company in the factory to inspect and to make sure that the bikes are made correctly.  Their bikes are special because their company is willing to go the extra mile to ensure the quality of their product, to stay behind their boast.

B. Philip, yielding to the Spirit,  meets the Ethiopian Eunuch (treasury secretary- an official!).  Note Philip’s response:


Command       
 Response (Jerusalem to Gaza = 50 miles)

1. “Go (at noon) south to 
“He started out (eporeuqh)..” v.27


desert road.”  v.26

2.
“Go out to that chariot..” v.29
Philip ran.  v.30

3.
“..and stay near...” v.29
“..and he heard the man reading..” v.30

C. Our testimony ought to distinguish not extinguish Christ’s reputation.

1. Is going that extra mile worth it?  Sure, if that extra mile can bring a person one step closer to a changed eternity!

2. The cults who do not have the truth are not serious about their evangelistic efforts than us who have the truth.  Mormon kids get up an hour early each day to attend their own classes before regular school starts & we can’t even make it to Sunday school or service on time!  

3. That extra mile may mean:

a. Making a phone call to someone to invite them to church.  

b. Leaving your dorm room early to give someone a ride to church.

c. Giving up an activity to make time to study God’s Word.

III. Stay On Course: Consistency Communicates.  Acts 8:40; 21:8-9

“Preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea.”

“...We reached Caesarea & stays at the house of Philip the Evangelist...  He had four unmarried daughters who had the gift of prophecy.”

A. The term ‘dynasty’ means a lot to sport teams because it denotes the ability of remaining as the best in their sport for a long time- something the Dallas Cowboys are trying to do with the hiring of Bill Parcells, the Tuna.  

1. It is the same for everyday products if they can maintain a record of consistent performance:  


a. Shoes: Nike, Dr. Marten’s
 c. Frito-Lay’s potato chips


b. Backpacks: Jansport 
 d. Maytag appliances

2. My wife, Kim, was remaking as we drove through town how the better restaurants and stores are still around after all these years since she last went to school here in Davis.

B. Philip’s life-long testimony was both positive and productive:

1. He maintained a vital witness in a port town.

a. The text tells us that he went through all the towns preaching. Port towns are not generally known for the receptivity to the gospel!

2. His daughters reflected their father’s priority to preach the gospel.

a. His children caught the vision from their dad.

b. Even the Apostle Paul went to visit him years later.

C. Consistency has to do with enduring under pressure.

1. How is your testimony? What kind of legacy are you making?

2. Can you say that non-believers admire your convictions?

3. Who holds you accountable?

Conclusion

One of my hobbies that I do not do enough is reading. And, in particular, reading biographies of missionaries. One of the things that I have found out is that those famous Christians always came from humble beginnings. That is, they were ordinary men and women who placed their lives in God’s hands and, in time, were mightily used by God.

Give me a man of God- one man, Whose faith is master of his mind,

And I will right all wrongs And bless the name of all mankind.

Give me a man of God- one man, Whose tongue is touched with heaven's fire,

And I will flame the darkest hearts With high resolve and clean desire.

Give me a man of God- one man, One mighty prophet of the Lord,

And I will give you peace on earth, Bought with a prayer and not a sword.

Give me a man of God- one man, True to the vision that he sees,

And I will  build your broken shrines And bring the nations to their knees.

George Liddell

