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Jonah 1: 1-2

DO YOU SEE WHAT I SEE?

Developing a Heart for the Unreached

Introduction:

1.
Each Sunday night, as I wait for the evening sports to come on the TV I read the funny pages.  And on the back section of the funny pages is this drawing where you have to stare at it real close and then pull away to find the hidden 3-D picture in it.  I have discovered that some people no matter how long they stare at it, they are not just able to see that hidden picture.

2.
Fortunately, most of the observable things of life are not hidden but open and in plain view.  Unfortunately, we can miss what is in plain view if we are distracted or not know what we are looking for.

3.
This evening, I would like to show you the world from God’s perspective.  To see what God sees.  And after seeing what God sees, provide a missions challenge.

4.
As children, we know about Jonah,after being called by God tries to run but cannot hide, being eating by a whale/fish, and ends up going to Nineveh to preach and the whole city turns to God. I am sure by now you have heard about the story as it is the hottest and latest installment from the Veggie Tales series!

5.
The casual reader will agree that Jonah is the world’s most reluctant missionary.  God call him to go to Nineveh and he tries to bail.  

6.
Honestly speaking, Jonah had valid reasons to run but as we look into the book of Jonah, we will see the world from God’s perspective and realize our responsibility to respond and reach a lost world.

7.
Turn with me to Jonah 1: 1- 2  (8th book back from Malachi).

1 The word of the LORD came to Jonah son of Amittai: 

2 “Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it, because its wickedness has come up before me.” 

3 But Jonah ran away from the Lord and headed for Tarshish.  He went down to Joppa, where he found a ship bound for that port.  After paying the fare, he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to flee from the Lord.

a.
What does God see?  Lost People who will remain lost unless we go and show them the Way.

b.
Unless we see the world from God’ perspective, we will not understand our purpose to reach the world with the gospel/ good news of Christ.

I.
God wants us to go the Lost.

1 The word of the LORD came to Jonah son of Amittai:   2 “Go .....

A.
A story was told of a tough ornithology (the study of birds) teacher who was known for his difficult exams but this was a required course for those studying to be veterinarians.  So, the professor came in the day of the final exam with a covered bird cage.  And the professor lifted the veil of the bird cage to show just the legs of the bird and asked the class to tell the name of the bird, where it came from, its eating and mating habits, and what illnesses it was susceptible to.  As expected, the student began to groan but the grumbling was soon replaced with the quiet strokes of pens scribbling their thoughts on paper.  Then half way through the exam, a student in disgust, got up and threw the test at his teacher and stormed out of the room.  Realizing that the student did not put a name on the paper, the teacher asked the student for his name.  To which the student rolled up his pants leg and said, ‘You tell me!”  

1.
The text does not give us much information on who this Jonah is other than his name and who is father or ancestor was.  In the New Testament, Jesus refers to Jonah and from that mention, we will assume jonah to be a real person.

2.
But perhaps his full identity was purposely left out because God is trying to keep us on track with the call rather than the ability of the person.  That is, we would not get caught us on the giftedness of Jonah but rather on the assignment God gave to Jonah regardless of his skills or ability.

B.
The point of this passage is that God calls Jonah to go some place.

1.
This ‘some place’ we discover in the next verse is Nineveh which is a ‘wicked’ city.

2.
In another words, Jonah is being called upon to go on the basis of the plight of Nineveh.  

3.
We often respond to the request for our services or help on the basis of our own ability- as Moses tried to excuse himself because he did not think he was a very good speaker.  

C.
Have you ever noticed that when you travel to Asia or Europe, most of the tourist spots have some kind of religious connotation?

1.
Most of the world is spiritually in bondage to the gods of this world.

2.
As God was sending Jonah to a wicked city, he is communicating to Jonah and you and I that he loves sinners.  He hurts to see people made in his image die in their sins and so he send Jonah to go and, hopefully, avert their eternal destiny.

3.
The question is do you see the world as God does and do you have a love for them- how do you demonstrate that love? GO!

4.
God is not asking if we are able but are we available!!!

II.
The Lost do not know that they are lost.

2 “Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it, because its wickedness has come up before me.” 

A.
A story is told of a family that when shopping in the mall and with them was their young son Michael.  And, like all families that go to the mall, they have a discussion as to where they want to shop and then meet together at the designated time and place.  Unfortunately, as by the time the family agreed to a time and place, Mikey was gone.  So the family split up and spent the next two hours scouring the mall for Mikey.  The search ended when they found Mikey who got bored of the discussion wondered off to the carmel pop corn shop that was just around the corner.  His red overalls blended right in with the color of the carmel corn shop so no one saw him.  Mikey never though he was lost because he was so mesmerized by the pop corn machine and the scent of fresh popped corn.

B.
The Scriptures call Nineveh a ‘great’ city.  It was large, well-defended, prosperous, and the capital of the Assyrian empire.  But they were so mesmerized by their ability and strength that they had no clue to their spiritual plight.  They did not understand how their wickedness would affect their souls.

1.
Spiritually, they were far away from God.

2.
The reality is that the Ninevites in their secure great city probably did not have a clue to their plight.  

3.
For that reason, Jonah is sent.

4.
For that reason, we are sent to reach the Lost.

C.
Perhaps, you do not see the world as God sees it so let’s see the world from a spiritual perspective.

1.
Reachability  11 people (1 = 500 million)


6 within reach of the gospel



1 true Christian (Bible)



2 Nominal Christians (Name tags)



3 Blind (Sun glasses)


5 Outside reach of the gospel



1 Atheist (Red handkerchief)



2 Muslim (prayer carpet)



1 Hindu (Red dot)



1 Buddhist/Animist (upside down ‘Fortune’)

2.
Actual Missionary Activity


-Ask 10 volunteers to pick where they would like to go (white boards)


1/140 Christians are involved in Christian work (140,000)


8/10 work with those within reach of the gospel


2/10 work with those outside the reach of the gospel

III. We must show the Lost the Way.

A.
Question: What goes around the world 30 times and grows by 20 feet each day?

Answer:
The line of people who have never heard the gospel.

B.
In Arlington, when we hear of a good restaurant, we tell everyone about it and we do not get a commission for telling people- we do it because we want to tell everyone the great news.  

C.
The question is why don’t we do that about Jesus?  Don’t expect to cross an ocean if we cannot go across the street to tell someone about Jesus.

Five steps to seeing the world of the Lost  ‘REACH’

Reflect the Lordship of Christ (can’t be a witness without being a worshipper)

Evangelize locally (missions is just global evangelism!)

Adopt a missionary family- write, send gifts, etc.

Commit to a short-term missions opportunity

Heed the Call (Just Do It!)

Conclusion

To keep my cholesterol down, I try to jog at least twice a week.  Once when I was jogging on this trail that was near my house in Texas I could hear this howling from the wooded area.  Other joggers had heard the same howling but dismissed it as a dog chasing a squirrel.  Well, I needed an excuse to take a break and so I stopped and called the dog.  To my amazement, the dog stop howling and actually started to come to me.  I could not see the dog but I could hear him in the brush trying to find his way out.  Eventually, by listening to my voice, the dog came through the brush and walked away in safety.

It made me think- I would not hesitate to rescue a lost dog but when it comes to spiritually lost people, I can find a million reasons why I do not have time.  I am more compassionate for a dog than people made in God’s image!  How sad!

So, we, like Jonah, must you see the world from God’s eyes: a wicked city that is lost.  God loves them so much that he is sending us to reach them.  Once we have his perspective then you will have his heart.  From that burden, you go because unless you go and tell, they will remain lost through eternity.

